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ike the United States,
‘Canada stretches from the
Atlantic Ocean on the east
to the Pacific Ocean on the west.
Only Russia is larger in area. But for
such a vast country, Canada’s popu-
lation is sparse. It has only about 32
million people, or roughly 10 per-
cent of the U.S. population.

Stuart Bailey, 14, and Florence
Bienvenue, 13, live in Montreal, the
second-largest city in Canada.
Located on an island in the St.
Lawrence River, Montreal is built
around Mount Royal, a tree-covered
mountain that gives the city its
name-—and stunning views. The his-
toric districe, or Vieux-Montréal
(VUE mon-re-AL), is a popular spot
for tourists. Many come to ride a
caleche (kah-LESH) through the

cobblestone streets near the river.

Words to Know

T

uui able to speak two languages
fluently.
uaifine horse-drawn carriage.

i+ union.
i a political subdivision of a
country.

Wi avote in which citizens
are asked to respond yes erno to a
specific question.
seeniz withdraw from a country.

ol

One of the largest French-speak-
ing cities in the world, Montreal
combines French, English, and
Latin culture. It is located in Que-
bec (kwih-BEHK), Canada’s largest
province. Canada is a federation of
10 provinces and 3 territories.

About 65,000 French colonists
lived in Quebec in 1763, when the
region fell to the British. (See play,
pp- 14-17.) Since then, the number
of people with French ancestry has
grown to more than 5 million. Most
of them live in Quebec.

For the past 30 years or so, Cana-
dian politics has been dominated by
Quebec politics. Some Québécois
(kay-beh-KWAH), who are mostly
French-Canadian, want to break
away from the rest of Canada and
form an independent country.

To Separate or Not to Separate?

The first separatist government
in Quebec, the Parti Québécois
(PQ), took power in 1977. They
held a referendum in 1980 and
again in 1995. The question they
put to voters: Do you want to
secede from Canada?

Both times a majority said no.
The PQ is now the opposition
party. But it vows to hold another
referendum if elected in the next
Quebec election in 2008.

There is even a scparatist party at
the federal level in Ottawa, Canada’s
capital. The party, called the Bloc
Québécois, was founded in 1990. It
probably will never gain much power

Quebec, and not from the rest of
Canada. The party’s main goal is to
represent Quebec’s interests in
Ottawa. It also works closely with the
PQ to promote Quebec separatism.

Citizens of Quebec

In the last federal election, held
in June, the Bloc Québéeois won
the most seats cver in its bricf his-
tory. But that success, political
experts believe, did not represent
increased support for separatism.
Rather, it reflected dissatisfaction
with the ruling Liberal Party, which
has been plagued by scandals.

Most observers of Canadian poli-
tics agree that only about 40 percent
of Québécois are dedicated sepa-
ratists. 'T'he rese either want Quebec
to remain part of Canada, or haven’
made up their minds.

Most Canadians outside Quebec
consider themselves to be Canadian
first. But in Quebe, it is the oppo-
site. Most residents consider them-
selves to be citizens of Qucbec firste
and Canadians sccond—if they
consider themselves Canadian at all.
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Some French-speaking Québécois,
or Francophones, resent the domi-
nance of the English-speaking
majority. They feel that if they had
their own country, their language
and culture would have a better
chance to survive.

But many Canadian kids—like
Stuart and Florence—don’ think too
much about politics. They have the
same interests as kids in the U.S,,
including playing sports and listening
to pop music, much of it American.

Typical Teen

Like most Anglophones (English
speakers) in Montreal, Stuart attends
a French immersion school, Royal
Vale High School. Most of his classes
are taught in French, so he speaks
both French and English fluendly.

Stuart is one of the top athletes at
his local tennis club. Every summer,
the ninth-grader plays tennis, bas-
ketball, and football. In the winter
months, he plays ice hockey and
goes snowboarding. His favorite
National Football League teams are
the Philadelphia Eagles and the
Tennessee Titans. And, of course,
his favorite hockey team is the
Montreal Canadiens.

Because he is an athlete, Stuart
stays away from junk food. “I
mostly like Japanese food,” he says,
“especially sushi.” And if he’s not

playing sports, Stuart likes to play
video games or listen to music.

“T like a lot of different music,”
he says. “But my favorite is rock.
My favorite bands are Three Doors
Down and Coldplay.”

Stuart may even have an acting
career in his future. In September,
he was cast as a tennis player for a
kids’ TV show called 75/Love. He

was “discovered” at his tennis club.

Life in Montroal

Florence is also bilingual. The
topic of Quebec separation came up
in her class recently, but Florence
says everyone was against it. They
didn’t see the need. The French lan-
guage, many people say, is more
protected now because of a series of
laws passed in Quebec.

Florence attends a private
Catholic school called Le Mar-
celline, along with her two sisters,
Emma Rose, 11, and Madeleine, 5.
They live with their parents in a
quiet neighborhood close to down-
town Montreal.

In addition to French and English,
Florence is learning Spanish at
school, where she plays on the basket-
ball team. During the winter months,
she skis in the Laurentian Mountains,
north of Montreal, where her family
has a country house.

In her spare time, Florence likes

A marketin

Quebec City,
where even the

to make jewelry “and go to movies
and hang out at the Dairy Queen.”
Her favorite musicians are Blink
182, Billy Talent, and Avril Lavigne.
Although she is barely a teenager,
Florence has already begun to think
about her future. “I wanted to be an
architect or an engineer because I
like making chings,” says the cighth-
grader. “But now I'm thinking of
being a lawyer, like my dad.”
Whether or not the Québécois
decide to separate from Canada, both
Florence and Stuart seem to have
bright futures ahead of them. %

 Your Turn |

WORD MATCH

I.referendum A, withdraw from
a country

B. person who
speaks English

3. Anglophone C. able to speak
two languages

D.voteona
question

5. hilingual E. union

THINK ABOUT IT

I. Do you think Quebec should

secede from Canada? Why or

why not?

2. What do you have in common

with Stuart and Florence? How

does your life differ from theirs?

2.secede

4, federation
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(Canada is the second-
largest country in the

— 1 world. It is made up of 10
p10v1nces and 3 territories (including
Nunavut). In 1763, Great Britain won
control of Canada from France. French
and English Canadians united to create
the Dominion of Canada in 1867. The

country became independent in 1931.

FACTS TO KNOW

AREA: 3,849,670 square miles.
POPULATION: 32,507,874; about
28% are of British origin, 23%
French, 15% other European, 2%
Indian, 32% mixed or other.
GOVERNMENT: Parliamentary demo-

cracy; Paul Martin, Prime Minister.

ECONOMY: As in the U.S., service
industry and manufacturing jobs
are dominant, but farming, fishing,

and mining remain important.
Canada is a close economic part-
ner with the U.S.

PER CAPITA GDP: $29,700.
RELIGION: Roman Catholic, 46%;
Protestant, 36%; other 18%.

LANGUAGE: English, 59.3%; French.

23.2%; other 17.5%.

LITERACY: 97% overall.

LIFE EXPECTANCY: Men, 77 years;
women, 82 years.
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. In which province is Vancouver Island located?

. What is Canada’s capital? Which province is it in?

. What are two important industries in Alberta?

. Which Canadian river ends at a town of the same name on
Hudson Bay?

5. Which of the Great Lakes does notborder both Canada and

6.

the U.S.?
What line of latitude divides the provinces from the territories?

Which is the smallest of the 10 provinces?

. What major river flows into Lake Ontario?

. Which territory contains the most water area?

. Which river flows northwest across the Yukon border into
Alaska?

NAAPMANT
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